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years later the pledge was repeated, but with the proviso that the conclusion of the permanent settlement would depend on the confirmation of the Court of Directors/'20
Then came the famous discussions on the question of a permanent settlement in Northern India; the Special Commissioners R. W. Cox and Henry St. George Tucker submitted their report, "admitting the benefits of a Permanent Settlement, but declaring themselves adverse to the immediate conclusion of such a settlement in the Ceded and Conquered Provinces."31
The arguments of the Special Commissioners were replied to by H. Colebrook, who said :
"3. Government is pledged, by the proclamations of the 4th July, 1802, and llth July, 1805, to conclude a Permanent Settlement with the landholders, at the expiration of the periods there specified, for such lands as may be in a sufficiently improved state of cultivation to warrant the measure, on fair and equitable terms. It was judged expedient, on full consideration of the subject, and with ample knowledge of the circumstances now alleged, to anticipate these periods; and accordingly, in June, 1807, the Governor-General in Council notified to the Zemindars and other proprietors, by Regulation X, 1807, that the Jumma assessed for the last year of the ensuing settlement shall remain fixed for ever, if they be willing to engage, and the arrangement shall receive the sanction of the Court of Directors.
"4. The pledge which has thus been solemnly contracted cannot be forfeited without such a glaring violation of promise as would lose us deservedly the confidence of the people. . . .
"9. The argument on which, if I mistake not, the late commissioners chiefly rely, is that the right of participating in future improvement ought not to be relinquished because Government is in a manner the landholder and proprietor of a vast estate. . . .
"26. Upon the important occasions of the Permanent Settlement of Bengal and Behar, and of the territories on the coast of Coromandel, and after mature deliberation, a claim of participation in the future improvement of the waste lands was relinquished to a greater extent than the proportion at which they are computed by the late Board of Commissioners in the Ceded and Conquered Provinces.
"27. The happy result of the measure is now witnessed in Bengal. The reviving prosperity of the country, its increased wealth and rapid improvement, are unquestionably due to the Permanent Settlement, the principle of which was so wise that
^Regulation X of 1807
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